
   

 

   

 

Reception Topic Overview 
 

Term 
Temperance 1 Temperance 2 Justice 1 Justice 2 Courage 1 Courage 2 

Topic 
Marvelous Me Let’s Celebrate Helping Heroes A bug’s life On the Farm 

Growing and 
Changing 

        Learning Behaviors Independence Independence 
Challenge 

Independence 
Challenge 

Determination 

Independence 
Challenge 

Determination 
Pride 

Independence 
Challenge 

Determination 
Pride 

Curiosity 

Exploring 
Independence 

Challenge 
Determination 

Pride 
Curiosity 

Collaboration 
Communication and 
Language 

Listening, Attention and Understanding  
Asking and Answering Questions 

Language of description 
Language of retelling 

Vocabulary 
 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

Feelings 
School/ Classroom 

Rules 
Following 
instructions 

Building positive 
relationships 

Building positive self- 
image  

Goals 
Trying new activities 

Resilience and perseverance 
Healthy Food Choices 

Being safe in the community  

 

Transitions 

Physical Development 
 
Real PE  

Unit 1 
Personal 

Unit 2 
Social 

Unit 3 
              Cognitive 

Unit 4 
Creative 

Unit 5 
Physical 

Unit 6 
Fitness 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Mark making 

• Story talk 

• Name 
recognition 

• Recognition of 
initial sounds in 
words 

• Rhymes 

• Applying 
phonics to read 
and write short 
words 

• Building on 
knowledge 

• Applying phonic 
knowledge to 

• Recognition of 
diagraphs 

• Applying phonic 
knowledge to 

• Correct letter 
formation  

• Write simple 
phrases and 



   

 

   

 

 

 
Literacy 

 
Literacy 

• Common 
exception words 

• Syllables 

• Common 
exception 
words 

• Letter 
formations 

• Common 
exception 
words 

• Letter 
formation 

 

write short 
sentences 

• Common 
exception 
words 

• Letter 
formation 

• Finger spaces 

writing 

• Common 
exception 
words 

• Finger Spaces 

• Awareness of 
basic 
punctuation 

sentences 
that can be 
read by 
others 

• Read aloud 
simple 
sentences  

Phonics 
Rising Stars: Rocket Phonics 

 

Mathematics 
 

White Rose 
Getting 
to know 

you 

Just Like 
Me! 

It’s Me 
123 

`Light 
and 
Dark 

Alive in 
5! 

 

Growing 
6,7,8 

Building 9 
10 

Review 
and 
Revi
sit 

To 20 
and 

beyond 

First, 
Now 
and 
Then 

Find 
my 

pattern 

On the 
move 

 

Number 
 

National Baseline 
Assessments 

 
Match and Sort 

Compare amounts 

 
Representing, 
comparing and 
composition of 
numbers to 5 

 
One More and Less 

 
 

Introducing zero 
Representing, comparing 

and composition of 
numbers to 8 

 
Making pairs 

 
Combining two groups 

 

 
Comparing numbers to 

10 
 

Bonds to 10 
 

 
Building numbers 

beyond 10 
 

Counting patterns 
 

Beyond 10 
 

Adding more 
Taking away 

 
Doubling, sharing and 

grouping 
 

Even and Odd 
 

Digging deeper: 
Patterns and 
relationships 

 

Measure, 
Shape and 
Spatial 
Thinking  

Compare size, mass and 
capacity 

 
Exploring pattern 

Shape 
Positional Language 

Time 

Compare mass and 
capacity 

 
Length and height 

 
Time 

3D shape 
 

Spatial awareness 
 

Pattern 

Match, rotate, 
manipulate 

 
Compose and 
decompose 

Visualise and build 
 

Mapping 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 
Understanding of the World 

Me 
My Family 

My Community 
Differences 

Autumn 
Wear Yellow: Young 

minds 
 

Diwali 
Bonfire Night 

Remembrance 
Children in Need 

Anti-bullying week 
Christmas 

Winter 

New Year 
People who help us 
Winter into Spring 

Comic relief 
Science Week 
Mother’s Day 

Easter 
Spring 

World Book Day 

Maps and environment 
Summer 

World Bee Day 

Father’s Day 
Change 

           
            Forest School 

 

Welcome to Forest 

School – rules  

 
Forest Safety 

 

Changes of the 

Seasons 

 
Care for the 
environment 

Planting and 

Growing 

 
Summer in the Forest 

 
 
 

Expres
sive 
Arts 
and 

Design 

 
Music 

 

Me! My Stories Everyone Our World Big Bear Funk 
Reflect, Rewind 

and Replay 

 
 
 

EAD 

 
Drawing  
Singing  

Colour Mixing Collage 
 
 

Role play area Focus: 
Home 

 
Malleable Materials 

Loose part art 
Printing 
Collage  

 
Role play area Focus: 

Post Office 
 

 
Constructing with a 

purpose  
Joining materials 

Observational Drawing  
 

Role play area Focus: 
Vets 

 

 
Baking  

Junk modelling  
 
 
 

Role play area Focus: 
Garden Centre 

 

 
Plan, reflect and review 

Joining techniques 
 
 
 

Role play area Focus: 
Shop 

 

 
Evaluate and revisit 

their own work. 
 
 
 

Role play area Focus: 
School  

 

 


